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bigger gaps than this. He does not believe that any
transitional forms between reptiles and birds ever
existed; and if the eggs laid by, let us say, a Compso-
gnathus were secretly converted by creative power into
eggs of Archceopteryx, it is very unlikely that they
would find the conditions suitable for hatching and
growing to maturity. Where the gap is so great, the
creation of adults would seem inevitable. But what is
meant by such creation ? Did the atoms of carbon,
hydrogen, nitrogen and so forth, of which the body of
the first created bird was built, exist previously to the
bird itself? If so, in what combinations did they exist?
Without some answer to these questions, the word
"creation" seems simply a fog, raised to conceal the
difficulties involved.

However, let us waive that difficulty and turn to the
question : What is a Family ? It is a category not
found in the Systema Nature of Linnaeus, and was
first intercalated in the scheme of classification by
Lamarck. But his li families " and Cuvier's were much
wider groups than the families of modern naturalists.
There has been a great change in the value or content
of the Linnaean categories. We may say broadly that,
so far as Vertebrates are concerned, the Linmean
Classes have been little altered, the Orders have been
increased in number and most of the genera have
become families, while a vast number of new genera
have been founded. With Invertebrates the changes
have been far greater. To take one example, the
Brachiopoda, which had no separate recognition from
Linnaeus, and which to Lamarck were a Family and to
Cuvier a Class, with three genera in each case, appear